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Mid-Coast Corridor Transit Project Addendum to the Final Subsequent Environmental 
Impact Report for UTC Transit Center Parking Structure  

State Clearinghouse No. 2010051001 
November 2, 2020 

The environmental impacts, alternatives, and feasible mitigation associated with the Mid-
Coast Corridor Transit Project were evaluated in the Mid-Coast Corridor Transit Project 
Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement/Subsequent Environmental Impact 
Report (SEIS/SEIR) (San Diego Association of Governments [SANDAG], 2014a). SANDAG 
served as the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency for the Final SEIR. 
On November 21, 2014, the SANDAG Board of Directors certified the Final SEIR and 
adopted the CEQA Findings of Fact, the Statement of Overriding Considerations, and the 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (Resolution No. RTC 2015-03) prior to 
approving the Mid-Coast Corridor Transit Project (Resolution No. RTC 2015-04). A Notice of 
Determination was filed with the San Diego County Clerk on November 21, 2014, and with 
the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research on November 24, 2014.  

This Addendum satisfies Sections 15162 and 15164 of the CEQA Guidelines by disclosing 
the refinements to the project with substantial evidence to enable the agency to determine if 
substantial changes have occurred that would necessitate major revisions to the SEIS/SEIR, 
and whether new information of substantial importance has led to new significant impacts or 
a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified impacts. 

SANDAG proposes the construction and operation of a new parking structure that would 
provide transit parking for the University Towne Centre (UTC) Transit Center station. 
Parking on the ground floor would be used by shopping center patrons with transit parking 
provided on the other floors of the structure. The provision of transit parking in a structure 
was originally envisioned in the Draft SEIS/SEIR.  

This Addendum describes these modifications and documents compliance with CEQA Section 
21166 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15162. Pursuant to Section 15164, this Addendum is 
appropriate because only minor technical changes and additions are necessary and none of 
the conditions described in Section 15162 have occurred. This Addendum provides the 
documentation for SANDAG’s reasoned conclusion based on substantial evidence in light of 
the whole record that the revised project as described herein does not create any of the 
conditions in CEQA Section 21166 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 requiring preparation 
of a subsequent or supplemental EIR.  

SANDAG evaluated the UTC Transit Center parking structure refinements described within 
this Addendum using those impact categories that are potentially affected by the proposed 
changes to the project. No new significant impacts would result from the proposed parking 
structure, and none of the previously identified significant environmental effects would 
substantially increase in severity; therefore, the impact conclusions in the Final SEIR remain 
unchanged. The environmental effects of the proposed UTC Transit Center parking structure 
described herein remain consistent with the Final SEIR Findings of Fact and Statement of 
Overriding Considerations, and the mitigation measures outlined in the Mitigation Monitoring 
and Reporting Program (Resolution No. RTC 2015-03) would mitigate potential impacts from 
the proposed work. Accordingly, SANDAG reaffirms the Findings of Fact and Statement of 
Overriding Considerations adopted by the SANDAG Board of Directors on November 21, 
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2014. The documents and other materials that constitute the administrative record that were 
considered during preparation of the Addendum to the Final SEIR include, but are not 
limited to, the Final SEIR for the approved project, all appendices and technical studies, 
comments submitted, reports, and public notices issued by SANDAG in conjunction with the 
project. This Addendum will be maintained in the administrative record files at SANDAG 
located at 401 B Street, Suite 800, San Diego, California 92101.  

 

 
____________________________________________________  _________________ 
SANDAG Executive Director       Date 
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Acronyms and Abbreviations 
The following acronyms, initialisms, and short forms are used in this report. 

BMP best management practices 
CEQA California Environmental Quality Act 
EIR environmental impact report 
FTA Federal Transit Administration 
GHG greenhouse gas 
I- Interstate 
LOS level-of-service 
MOU Memorandum of Understanding 
MTS Metropolitan Transit System  
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 
OTTC Old Town Transit Center 
ROD Record of Decision 
SANDAG San Diego Association of Governments 
SEIR subsequent environmental impact report 
SEIS supplemental environmental impact statement 
TCE temporary construction easement 
TPSS traction power substation 
Trolley San Diego Trolley 
UCSD University of California San Diego 
UTC University Towne Centre 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Purpose and Scope of Addendum  

The San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) and the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) completed the Mid-Coast Corridor Transit Project Final 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement/Subsequent Environmental Impact 
Report (SEIS/SEIR) (SANDAG, 2014a) in the fall of 2014. As the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) Lead Agency, FTA signed the Record of Decision (ROD) for the 
project on October 15, 2014, and issued the Notice of Availability of the combined Final 
SEIS and ROD on November 7, 2014, thus completing the NEPA review of the project. 
As the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Lead Agency, the SANDAG Board 
of Directors certified the Final SEIR and adopted the Findings of Fact, the Statement of 
Overriding Considerations, and the Mitigation and Monitoring Reporting Program on 
November 21, 2014, completing the CEQA review of the project. A Notice of 
Determination was filed with the San Diego County Clerk on November 21, 2014, and 
with the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research on November 24, 2014.  

Section 15162 of the CEQA Guidelines (14 California Code of Regulations Section 
15000 et seq.) provides that after certification of an environmental impact report (EIR), a 
subsequent or supplemental EIR is prohibited unless the agency determines that there 
are substantial changes in the project or circumstances requiring major revisions to the 
EIR due to new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity 
of previously identified significant effects, or new information that involves “new 
significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects.” Per Section 15163, when one or more of the conditions 
described in Section 15162 are satisfied, a supplemental EIR containing only the 
information required to make the prior EIR adequate for the project may be prepared if 
only minor additions or changes would be necessary to make the previous EIR 
adequately apply to the project. Per Section 15164 of the CEQA Guidelines, an agency 
shall prepare an addendum to a previously certified EIR if some changes or additions 
are necessary but none of the Section 15162 conditions that warrant preparation of a 
subsequent EIR are met. 

This Addendum evaluates the construction and operation of a new parking structure that 
would provide transit parking for the University Towne Centre (UTC) Transit Center 
station and visitors to the shopping center. The proposed parking structure would be up 
to four stories plus the ground floor and would provide between 260 and 340 transit 
parking spaces to serve the UTC Transit Center, depending on the ultimate layout of the 
parking configuration. The ground floor would include approximately 65 parking spaces 
for use by shopping center patrons. The proposed parking structure would be 
constructed on an existing paved parking lot within the Westfield UTC shopping center. 
Refer to Section 1.3 for a description of these modifications. This Addendum describes 
the project activities associated with the proposed parking structure, evaluates the 
environmental impacts of the parking structure, and provides substantial evidence that 
none of the conditions of CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 requiring the preparation of a 
subsequent or supplemental EIR are met. 
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1.2 Project Description 
The Mid-Coast Corridor Transit Project will extend the San Diego Trolley (Trolley) Blue 
Line from Santa Fe Depot in Downtown San Diego to the UTC Transit Center in 
University City. The project will use the existing Trolley tracks for approximately 3.5 
miles, from Downtown San Diego to north of the Old Town Transit Center (OTTC) and 
south of the San Diego River. The Trolley Blue Line trains will share the existing tracks 
with the Trolley Green Line trains in this area. The only improvements included in the 
project south of the OTTC are upgrades to the existing systems, including the signaling 
system and traction power system to accommodate the increase in Trolley service. 

North of the OTTC, the project will include construction of 10.9 miles of new double track 
that will extend from south of the San Diego River to the terminus at the UTC Transit 
Center. The new extension will follow the Los Angeles–San Diego–San Luis Obispo Rail 
Corridor Agency tracks within existing Metropolitan Transit System (MTS) and City of 
San Diego right-of-way from south of the San Diego River to north of the Interstate (I-) 
5/State Route 52 interchange. The alignment will then leave the MTS right-of-way and 
parallel the east side of the I-5 corridor traveling north partially within California 
Department of Transportation right-of-way and partially on private property. South of 
Nobel Drive, the alignment will transition to an aerial structure and cross over to the west 
side of I-5. From Nobel Drive, the alignment will continue north to the University of 
California San Diego (UCSD) West Campus, cross back over to the east side of I-5 and 
along the south side of Voigt Drive to Genesee Avenue, and continue south in the 
median of Genesee Avenue to the UTC Transit Center.  

The project includes 9 new stations (4 at grade and 5 elevated); 5 park-and-ride facilities 
with 1,170 parking spaces; 14 new traction power substations (TPSSs), including 3 
between Santa Fe Depot and the OTTC; and 36 new low-floor light rail transit vehicles. 
No new maintenance facilities are required. New stations will be located at Tecolote 
Road, Clairemont Drive, Balboa Avenue, Nobel Drive, the Veterans Administration 
Medical Center, UCSD West, UCSD East, Executive Drive, and the UTC Transit Center. 
Figure 1-1 shows the project alignment and station locations.  

With the extension of the Trolley Blue Line from Santa Fe Depot to the UTC Transit 
Center, continuous service will be provided from the San Ysidro Transit Center at the 
U.S.–Mexico international border to University City. The service will be provided every 
7.5 minutes during peak and midday off-peak periods in 2030. In the opening year, 
service will be provided every 15 minutes during peak and midday off-peak periods. 
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Figure 1-1. Mid-Coast Corridor Transit Project 

 
Source: SANDAG, 2019 
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1.3 Description of Proposed Work 
In the Draft SEIS/SEIR (SANDAG 2013), transit parking spaces were proposed at the 
UTC Transit Center station that would have been provided in a joint-use parking 
structure at the Westfield UTC shopping center. The parking structure would have been 
constructed by Westfield as part of the planned expansion of the shopping center with 
transit parking spaces constructed as an additional level on the parking structure. 
Access to the parking structure was assumed from the intersection of Genesee Avenue 
and Esplanade Court/UTC Driveway. However, comments received on the Draft 
SEIS/SEIR indicated concerns from Westfield UTC about construction timing of the 
parking structure and concerns by SANDAG regarding commitment of funds. 
Specifically, design of the shopping center parking structure was underway by Westfield 
UTC prior to final approval of the project by SANDAG and FTA.  

Based on further design and the lack of committed funds for construction at the time of 
the Final SEIS/SEIR preparation, the Final SEIS/SEIR assumed that the 260 transit 
parking spaces would be provided by acquisition of parking spaces from the Westfield 
UTC shopping center. The Final SEIS/SEIR did not specify where the 260 transit parking 
spaces would be provided. Altogether, the project as evaluated in the Final SEIS/SEIR 
would acquire 287 parking spaces from the Westfield UTC shopping center, of which, 
260 parking spaces would be dedicated for transit parking to serve the UTC Transit 
Center and the other spaces would accommodate a TPSS unit.  

Since completion of the Final SEIS/SEIR, SANDAG has continued coordination with 
representatives of the Westfield UTC shopping center. As part of this coordination, the 
Westfield UTC shopping center requested that SANDAG construct a parking structure to 
provide transit parking in lieu of the purchase of existing shopping center parking 
spaces. On October 26, 2015, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was executed 
between SANDAG, MTS, and Westfield UTC that provide a, “Option for Park & Ride 
Facility”. This MOU states that SANDAG has the option to acquire exclusive permanent 
and temporary easements to construct, operate, and provide public access to a park-
and-ride facility on UTC property, reserving the land surface to the “Developer” (property 
owner). The MOU identified two potential locations for the parking structure. SANDAG 
would be responsible for the size, design, specifications, and construction of the parking 
structure and would coordinate with Westfield UTC regarding construction activities.  

Of the two locations considered in the MOU, the preferred location for the proposed 
parking structure would be in an existing paved parking lot within the Westfield UTC 
shopping center (Figure 1-2). The proposed parking structure would be bounded by an 
existing UTC Westfield parking structure to the north, an interior roadway (Lombard 
Place) and Macy’s department store to the east, a residential tower to the south, and the 
UTC Transit Center and Genesee Avenue to the west. A pedestrian walkway to 
Genesee Avenue and the UTC Transit Center would be provided on the west side of the 
proposed parking structure. New landscaping and trees are proposed around the 
perimeter of the proposed parking structure and accessways. In addition, a stormwater 
basin would be provided on the southwestern corner of the parking structure. 
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Figure 1-2. UTC Transit Center Parking Structure and Easements 

 
Source: SANDAG, 2020 
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Based on current design efforts, the proposed parking structure would be up to four 
stories including the ground floors and would provide between 260 and 340 transit 
parking spaces, depending on the ultimate layout of the parking configuration. 
Consistent with the Final SEIS/SEIR, a minimum of 260 transit parking spaces would be 
provided. There would be two entrances to the proposed parking structure―one on the 
south side and one on the east. The ground floor accessed from the entrance on the 
south would include approximately 65 parking spaces for use by shopping center 
patrons. Parking for transit patrons would be provided starting on the ramp near the east 
entrance, which provides access starting at the ramp to the first floor. It is anticipated 
that the proposed parking structure would use a ticket and fare management parking 
control system.  

The Draft SEIS/SEIR assumed parking access would be via the intersection of Genesee 
Avenue at Esplanade Court/UTC Driveway only. As previously stated, the Final 
SEIS/SEIR assumed acquisition of 260 parking spaces from Westfield UTC to provide 
transit parking. Because the specific location of those spaces was unknown, the Final 
SEIS/SEIR continued to assume access would be via Genesee Avenue and Esplanade 
Court/UTC Driveway. Based on the revised location of the proposed parking structure, 
access is assumed to be via the three existing driveways to the Westfield UTC shopping 
center: La Jolla Village Drive at Executive Drive, Genesee Avenue at Esplanade 
Court/UTC Driveway, and Nobel Drive at Lombard Place. Specifically, it is assumed 
motorists would use the first driveway they encounter on their path of travel to the 
parking structure.  

Construction would begin in January 2021 and last approximately 9 months, with an 
anticipated completion date of summer/fall 2021. It is anticipated the proposed parking 
structure would be operational on opening day of the Mid-Coast Corridor Transit Project.  

The construction area includes the proposed parking structure footprint as well as other 
temporary construction easements (TCE) for laydown and staging areas and 
construction access (Figure 1-2). TCE and laydown areas would be in the immediate 
area surrounding the UTC parking structure footprint. This includes a 25-foot minimum 
TCE along the eastern perimeter of the UTC parking structure footprint, in which the 
width may increase for major construction activities for limited durations. Up to 450 
existing shopping center parking spaces within the construction area would be 
temporarily affected. Lombard Place and Palisade Road, east and south of the proposed 
parking structure, respectively, would be required for construction access (including 
access for major construction activities such as concrete placements, crane 
mobilizations, etc.). Construction activities include grading, trenching for foundation and 
utilities, and drilling for piles to support the structure. The depth of soil disturbance would 
be up to 50 feet below current grade.  
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2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION  
This section presents the transportation and environmental evaluation of the direct and 
indirect short-term, long-term, and cumulative impacts for the proposed transit parking 
structure at Westfield UTC shopping center, as described in Section 1.3. This evaluation 
was conducted pursuant to CEQA and addresses the thresholds of significance 
established in the Draft and Final SEIR. For each of the subsections that follow, the 
CEQA thresholds of significance from the Draft and Final SEIS/SEIR are presented 
along with the evaluation of the proposed parking structure. A determination regarding 
consistency with the conclusions in the Draft and Final SEIS/SEIR is also provided, as 
applicable. The findings presented below are specific to the proposed work.1 Unless 
otherwise noted, the proposed work would not affect the mitigation measures or project 
measures identified in the Final SEIS/SEIR and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program.  

SANDAG has reviewed the proposed parking structure refinement and determined that 
detailed discussion of the following topics is not warranted and that each of the below 
environmental topics would not change the impact conclusion in the Draft and Final 
SEIS/SEIR. A brief explanation is provided for each topic: 

• Transportation – Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities: The proposed parking structure 
would be located entirely within the Westfield UTC shopping center parking lot with 
access via existing driveways into the shopping center. The proposed parking 
structure would not affect existing bicycle or pedestrian facilities along the main 
roadways (e.g., Genesee Avenue).  

• Transportation – Freight: The proposed parking structure would have no effect on the 
movement of rail freight as the parking structure would not be located in proximity to 
active freight rail. The proposed parking structure would not affect vehicular freight 
because no major roadways or freight loading docks would be closed, either during 
construction or long term.  

• Transportation – Transit System: The proposed parking structure would not affect 
transit routes or transit activities at the UTC Transit Center, either during construction 
or long term, because the parking structure would be adjacent to and elevated from 
these facilities. The purpose of the parking structure is to provide parking for transit 
riders utilizing these facilities. 

• Land Use: Because the proposed parking structure would be located within an 
existing parking lot, it would be consistent with the existing surrounding land uses, 
would not substantially alter existing or planned land uses, and would not conflict 
with any applicable land use plans, policies, or regulations. The location of the 
parking structure has been determined in coordination with representatives of the 
shopping center and would avoid impacts to future development at the shopping 
center. The proposed parking structure would not conflict with applicable habitat 

                                                 
1  For example, if the Final SEIR identified a “Less than Significant Impact” and the Addendum states “No 

Impact,” it means the project refinements do not have any impact in and of themselves. It does not mean 
that the impact stated in the Final SEIR has changed. 
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conservation plans or natural community conservation plans as no such plans apply 
to these locations. No farmland would be converted to non-farmland use. 

• Community and Neighborhood: The proposed parking structure would be located 
within the Westfield UTC shopping center parking lot. The parking structure would 
not physically divide a community or displace a community resource and no 
vulnerable populations or religious or sacred uses are located in proximity to the 
parking structure.  

• Socioeconomics: The proposed parking structure would not displace dwelling units, 
either permanently or during construction. Similar to the Draft SEIS/SEIR, 
construction of the parking structure would require TCEs. The TCEs have been 
coordinated with representatives of the shopping center. 

• Air Quality and Climate Change: The proposed parking structure would have no 
effect on the operation of the Mid-Coast Corridor Transit Project. As further 
discussed in Section 2.2, the proposed parking structure and its related traffic trips 
would not generate new vehicle trips beyond what was evaluated in the Final 
SEIS/SEIR because modeling identified a demand for only 260 spaces. However, 
vehicle trips would be distributed throughout three different access points to the 
Westfield UTC shopping center instead of a single access point. Thus, the proposed 
parking structure would not have the potential to increase mobile source emissions 
related to air quality or greenhouse gases (GHG) or increase energy use. 
Construction-related impacts to air quality and climate change are evaluated in 
Section 2.5 and 2.6, respectively. 

• Noise and Vibration: Operation and construction-related activities of the proposed 
parking structure would not change the impacts identified in the Final SEIS/SEIR. 
The noise environment in the vicinity of the proposed parking structure consist of 
ambient traffic noise associated with the Westfield UTC shopping center and 
vehicles along Genesee Avenue, Nobel Drive, Lombard Place, La Jolla Village Drive, 
Executive Drive, and Esplanade Court. The primary noise sources of the proposed 
parking structure would consist of tires, vehicle engines, and occasional vehicle 
horns, which are similar to other noise sources in this location. Such noise levels 
would be similar to the existing ambient noise levels as identified in the Final 
SEIS/SEIR and would be further attenuated based on the design of the parking 
structure (i.e., walls structure orientation, barrier designs). 

Construction of a portion of a parking structure within the Westfield UTC shopping center 
parking lot was evaluated in the Draft SEIS/SER. The Final SEIS/SEIR stated that 
daytime construction of the overall project would temporarily and intermittently increase 
ambient noise levels well above existing conditions at some residences within 150 feet 
of construction activity. This would result in a substantial increase above existing 
ambient noise levels without the implementation of project and mitigation measures, thus 
constituting a significant impact. Noise associated with the proposed parking structure 
may occur during a 12-hour period from 7:00a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and would be similar to 
what would have occurred during construction of the design evaluated in the Final 
SEIS/SEIR. A residential structure has been added within the Westfield UTC shopping 
center parking lot since completion of the Final SEIS/SEIR and would be within 150 feet 
of construction activity. Construction would comply with the requirements of the Noise 
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Control Plan and Section 21.04 of the San Diego Municipal Code and Mitigation 
Measures CON1 and CON2, as applicable. Although no nighttime construction work is 
anticipated for the proposed parking structure, in the event nighttime construction is 
required, CON2 would be implemented. Furthermore, construction timing is being 
coordinated with the Westfield UTC shopping center to further minimize noise impacts in 
the surrounding vicinity. 

• Ecosystems and Biological Resources: The Westfield UTC shopping center is in an 
urban setting and is completely developed. The proposed parking structure site is not 
within or adjacent to the City of San Diego’s Multi-Habitat Planning Area. No natural 
areas or sensitive biological resources are located within the footprint of the 
proposed parking structure or in the immediate vicinity of the Westfield UTC 
shopping center.  

• Water Resources: The proposed parking structure would include necessary 
stormwater best management practices (BMPs) during construction and operation 
consistent with applicable water quality regulations. As described in Section 1.3, a 
stormwater basin would be provided on the southwestern corner of the proposed 
parking structure. Design and construction would comply with all applicable 
standards. Grading activities and foundation construction activities would not deplete 
groundwater and would not interfere with groundwater recharge. 

• Hazardous Materials: The proposed parking structure would not be located within or 
near the hazardous materials sites of environmental concern that were identified in 
the Final SEIS/SEIR. The proposed parking structure would not introduce hazardous 
materials during operation. Construction of the proposed parking structure would 
comply with federal, state, and local requirements if hazardous materials are 
discovered during construction. 

• Geotechnical and Seismic Conditions: According to the Mid-Coast Corridor Transit 
Project Geotechnical, Geologic and Seismic Impacts Technical Report (SANDAG, 
2014b), the proposed parking structure is located in an area of no to low risk for 
lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse, as well as a low-to-moderate 
risk for mudslide. As stated in the Final SEIS/SEIR, the Westfield UTC shopping 
center does not lie within a recognized area of active faulting and no active faults 
have been observed. Additionally, the proposed parking structure would not be 
located in an area that would be subject to seiche or tsunami. The proposed parking 
structure would follow applicable design standards, including the California Build 
Code, and would not expose people or structures to substantial risk of loss or injury 
resulting from existing geotechnical or seismic hazards, nor would the proposed 
parking structure create geotechnical hazards such as unstable slopes. 

• Energy: Energy was evaluated in the Final SEIS/SEIR for the region and corridor 
with the evaluation of long-term/operational effects based on roadway vehicle miles 
traveled and Trolley energy requirements. The proposed parking structure would not 
generate new vehicle trips beyond what was evaluated in the Final SEIS/SEIR and 
would not have a discernible effect on the energy consumption of the overall project. 
In addition, construction of a parking structure within the Westfield UTC shopping 
center parking lot was evaluated in the Draft SEIS/SER. The proposed parking 
structure does not change construction methods or increase the duration of 



Addendum to the Final Subsequent  
Environmental Impact Report  
for UTC Transit Center Parking Structure 
Chapter 2.0 - Environmental Evaluation 
  

 
 

M I D - C O A S T  C O R R I D O R  T R A N S I T  P R O J E C T  
November 2, 2020 2-4  

 

construction from what was evaluated in the Draft SEIS/SEIR and consequently 
would not increase energy requirements.  

• Safety and Security: The proposed parking structure would be located entirely within 
the Westfield UTC shopping center parking lot and would have no effect on the 
provision of community safety services and would not affect emergency response 
times in the community. The proposed parking structure would include crime 
prevention and security measures such as provisions of sight lines, parking structure 
lighting systems, and a closed-circuit television system. Construction means and 
methods would be similar to those required for the construction activities evaluated in 
the Final SEIS/SEIR and would be performed consistent with federal, state, and local 
laws and regulations. 

• Electromagnetic Fields: The proposed parking structure would not contain 
electromagnetic sources nor create new electromagnetic fields. Further, the 
proposed parking structure would not affect the implementation of Mitigation 
Measure EMF1 or the effectiveness of this mitigation measure.  

• Utilities: The proposed parking structure would require the relocation of existing 
public utilities to accommodate the placement of the parking structure columns at 
depths up to 50 feet. As evaluated in the Final SEIS/SEIR, a Utilities Relocation Plan 
would be developed as part of the project design and would identify all required utility 
relocations, temporary routing, and reconstruction. Utilities would be relocated prior 
to advancing construction of the proposed parking structure. SANDAG would 
coordinate with affected utility companies and the Westfield UTC shopping center. 
Operation of the proposed parking structure is not anticipated to exceed the capacity 
of the existing electrical system. 

2.1 Transportation—Parking 
2.1.1 Long-Term Impacts 

The Final SEIS/SEIR included the following CEQA thresholds of significance for long-
term impacts of the project on parking: 

Would the project substantially affect parking supply? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact (On- and Off-Street Parking) 
Addendum Finding: No Impact (On-Street Parking); Less-Than-Significant Impact 
(Off-Street Parking) 

As described in Section 1.3, the Final SEIS/SEIR assumed that 287 parking spaces would 
be acquired from the Westfield UTC shopping center, of which, 260 parking spaces would 
be dedicated for transit parking to serve the UTC Transit Center and the other spaces would 
accommodate a TPSS unit. The Final SEIS/SEIR concluded that the acquisition of these 
spaces would result in less-than-significant long-term parking impacts because this 
acquisition would not reduce the shopping center's existing parking supply 
(approximately 4,500 spaces) below the current parking demand.  
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The physical footprint of the proposed parking structure and reconfiguration of drive 
aisles to provide access would result in the removal of approximately 220 parking 
spaces from the Westfield UTC shopping center parking lot. Approximately 65 parking 
spaces would be provided on the ground floor of the parking structure for use by 
shopping center patrons, resulting in a net loss of approximately 155 parking spaces. 
Per the MOU, SANDAG is not required to replace all parking displaced by the proposed 
parking structure. The permanent loss of 155 parking spaces to support transit parking is 
a decrease from the 260 parking spaces that would have been permanently acquired for 
transit parking as assumed in the Final SEIS/SEIR. Therefore, the proposed parking 
structure would not change the impact conclusions in the Final SEIS/SEIR. 

2.1.2 Construction-related Impacts 
The Final SEIS/SEIR included the following CEQA thresholds of significance for 
construction-related impacts of the project on parking: 

Would the project construction substantially affect parking supply? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact  
Addendum Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 

Would the project construction impede emergency access? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact  
Addendum Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 

Parking for construction workers would be provided entirely on-site within the Westfield 
UTC shopping center property (Figure 1-2). No on-street parking would be eliminated as 
a result of construction of the proposed parking structure.  

TCEs would be required to support construction of the proposed parking structure, 
resulting in the temporary loss of up to 450 parking spaces. The Final SEIS/SEIR 
committed to minimizing parking loss during the November to January shopping season 
to accommodate holiday shoppers. Construction of the proposed parking structure is 
anticipated to occur between January 2021 and summer/fall 2021, avoiding the 
November to January shopping season. The TCEs and construction timeframe are being 
coordinated with representatives of Westfield UTC. Therefore, construction of the 
proposed parking structure would not change the impact conclusions in the Final 
SEIS/SEIR.  

Construction of the proposed parking structure would not affect on-street emergency 
access nor would it affect the roadway system in a manner that would impede the 
provision of emergency services on the property. Emergency access would be 
maintained to locations on the Westfield UTC shopping center. Further, all construction 
activities would be temporary. Therefore, construction of the proposed parking structure 
would not change the impact conclusions in the Final SEIS/SEIR.  
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2.2 Transportation – Freeway and Roadway System 
2.2.1 Long-Term Impacts 

The Final SEIS/SEIR included the following CEQA thresholds of significance for long-
term impacts of the project on the freeway and roadway system: 

Threshold 1: Would the project conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy 
establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance of the circulation system and 
relevant components of the circulation system, including but not limited to intersections, 
streets, highways and freeways?  

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 
Addendum Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 

The Final SEIS/SEIR did not identify significant long-term impacts to applicable plans, 
ordinances, or policies related to the roadway system. The proposed parking structure 
would be located within an existing parking lot. Therefore, the proposed parking 
structure would not change the impact conclusions in the Final SEIS/SEIR in regard to 
applicable plans, ordinances, or policies related to the freeway and roadway system. 

Threshold 2: Would the project result in any intersection, roadway segment, or freeway 
segment operating at LOS D or better, to operate at LOS E or F or cause any ramp 
meter delays to exceed 15 minutes? 

Threshold 3: Would the project impact any intersection, roadway segment, or freeway 
segment operating at LOS E or F under existing or cumulative conditions? If yes, then 
the impact would be significant if it exceeds the thresholds in Table 3-28 of the Final 
SEIS/SEIR.  

Final SEIR Finding for Thresholds 2 and 3: Less-Than-Significant Impact 
(Freeway Segments, Freeway Interchanges); Significant Impact (Certain 
Roadways, Intersections) 
Addendum Finding for Thresholds 2 and 3: Less-Than-Significant Impact 
(Freeway Segments, Freeway Interchanges, Roadways, Intersections) 

In regard to Thresholds 2 and 3, a traffic analysis was completed for the Draft 
SEIS/SEIR to evaluate level-of-service impacts associated with vehicles accessing the 
260 transit parking spaces that would be provided for the UTC Transit Center station at 
the Westfield UTC shopping center. Based on the anticipated location of the joint-use 
parking structure, it was assumed that all patrons would access parking via the 
intersection of Genesee Avenue and Esplanade Court/UTC Driveway. Based on the 
evaluation, an adverse impact was identified at one intersection—Genesee Avenue and 
Esplanade Court/UTC Driveway—due to a degradation in level-of-service during the 
p.m. peak hour in the 2030 horizon year. To mitigate impacts, it was proposed that the 
westbound approach geometry (i.e., the driveway to the Westfield UTC shopping center) 
be modified to add a westbound left-turn lane. With implementation of this measure, 
there would not be significant impacts at this intersection. 
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The Final SEIS/SEIR assumed that 260 parking spaces would be acquired from the 
Westfield UTC shopping center to provide transit parking. Even though the precise 
location of those parking spaces was unknown, it was assumed that access to parking 
would continue to occur via the intersection of Genesee Avenue and Esplanade 
Court/UTC Driveway. As such, the mitigation proposed in the Draft SEIS/SEIR was also 
included in the Final SEIS/SEIR and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program.  

Based on the location of the proposed parking structure, assumptions regarding access 
to station parking have been refined such that it is assumed access would occur via 
three existing driveways to the Westfield UTC shopping center: La Jolla Village Drive at 
Executive Drive, Genesee Avenue at Esplanade Court/UTC Driveway, and Nobel Drive 
at Lombard Place. Because motorists are anticipated to approach the shopping center 
from multiple directions, it is assumed motorists would use the first driveway they 
encounter on their path of travel to the proposed parking structure. Therefore, based on 
the modifications to the parking access assumptions, a supplemental traffic analysis was 
conducted to assess whether new traffic impacts would occur (SANDAG, 2019). No 
change in the number of project trips was assumed as part of the analysis because the 
travel demand forecast modeling conducted for the Draft and Final SEIS/SEIR identified 
a demand for 260 parking spaces.  

The supplemental traffic study used the same methodology as the Draft and Final 
SEIS/SEIR. To assess whether new traffic impacts would be generated as part of the 
modified access assumptions, the analysis years were updated to account for current 
conditions by using 2019 for existing conditions and 2035 for the horizon year. The 
updated analysis used the annual volume growth rate identified in the Draft SEIS/SEIR 
and applied that growth rate on a per-year basis to grow project trips from 2010 to 2019 
and ultimately 2035. An “Existing + Project” analysis was also completed (the study is 
provided as Appendix A).  

Based on the analysis, the project with modifications to the parking access at the 
Westfield UTC shopping center would not result in new significant traffic impacts at the 
intersections evaluated. The identified mitigation measure, to modify the westbound 
approach geometry at the intersection of Genesee Avenue and Esplanade Court/UTC 
Driveway to include the westbound turn lane, has already been implemented by 
Westfield UTC. Therefore, the proposed parking structure would result in a less-than-
significant impact related to the freeway and roadway system and would not change the 
impact conclusions in the Final SEIS/SEIR. 

Threshold 4: Would the project result in a substantial restriction in access to publicly or 
privately owned land? 

Final SEIR Finding: No Impact 
Addendum Finding: No Impact 
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Threshold 5: Would the project increase traffic hazards to motor vehicles, bicyclists or 
pedestrians due to proposed non-standard design features (e.g., poor sight distance, 
proposed driveway onto an access-restricted roadway)?  

Final SEIR Finding: No Impact 
Addendum Finding: No Impact 

Threshold 6: Would the project result in inadequate emergency access? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 
Addendum Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 

In response to Thresholds 4, 5, and 6, the proposed parking structure would be located 
entirely within the Westfield UTC shopping center. The proposed parking structure would 
not result in a substantial restriction in access to publicly or privately owned land, would 
not increase traffic hazards, and would not result inadequate emergency access. 
Therefore, the proposed parking structure would not change the impact conclusions in 
the Final SEIS/SEIR. 

2.2.2 Construction-related Impacts 
The Final SEIS/SEIR included the following CEQA threshold of significance for 
construction-related impacts of the project on the freeway and roadway system: 

Would the project construction substantially impede or slow traffic movement? 

Final SEIR Finding: Significant Impact with Mitigation 
Addendum Finding: Significant Impact with Mitigation, no increase in severity 

All construction activities related to the proposed UTC Transit Center parking structure 
would be located within the Westfield UTC shopping center property. Construction 
access to the construction site would be via Nobel Drive and Lombard Place, with 
construction vehicle staging and access on Lombard Place, directly east of the proposed 
parking structure site. Haul routes to and from the construction area would use Genesee 
Avenue and Nobel Drive, which were identified as haul routes in the Draft and Final 
SEIS/SEIR. Construction of the Mid-Coast Corridor Transit Project adjacent to the 
Westfield UTC shopping center is substantially complete and, therefore, construction 
vehicles associated with major construction of other elements of the project have 
decreased from the peak of construction activities and the use of Genesee Avenue and 
Nobel Drive as haul routes would decrease from what was previously analyzed. 
Therefore, the proposed parking structure would not change the impact conclusions in 
the Final SEIS/SEIR. 
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2.3 Historic, Archaeological, and Paleontological Resources 
2.3.1 Long-Term Impacts 

The Final SEIS/SEIR included the following CEQA thresholds of significance for long-
term impacts of the project on historic, archaeological, and paleontological resources: 

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical 
resource as defined in Section 15064.5? 

Final SEIR Finding: No Impact 
Addendum Finding: No Impact 

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource pursuant to Section 15064.5? 

Final SEIR Finding: No Impact 
Addendum Finding: No Impact 

Would the project directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site 
or unique geologic feature? 

Final SEIR Finding: No Impact 
Addendum Finding: No Impact 

Would the project disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal 
cemeteries? 

Final SEIR Finding: No Impact 
Addendum Finding: No Impact 

The proposed parking structure would be located entirely within the Westfield UTC 
shopping center parking lot. No historic resources, archaeological resources, and 
paleontological resources are located in the Westfield UTC shopping center. Therefore, 
the proposed parking structure would have no impact and would not change the impact 
conclusions in the Final SEIS/SEIR.  

2.3.2 Construction-related Impacts 
The Final SEIS/SEIR included the following CEQA thresholds of significance for 
construction-related impacts of the project on historic, archaeological, and 
paleontological resources: 
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Would the project construction cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of 
a historical resource as defined in Section 15064.5 (e.g., if inadvertent physical contact 
or damage from vibration affects the property)? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 
Addendum Finding: No Impact 

Would project construction cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource pursuant to Section 15064.5? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 
Addendum Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 

Would the project construction disturb human remains, including interments outside 
former cemeteries? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation  
Addendum Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation 

Would the project construction cause substantial damage to, or destruction of, significant 
paleontological resources? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation 
Addendum Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation 

The proposed parking structure would be located entirely within the Westfield UTC 
shopping center parking lot and no historic resources are located in the Westfield UTC 
shopping center or in its proximity. Therefore, the proposed parking structure would have 
no impact on historic properties and would not change the impact conclusions in the 
Final SEIS/SEIR. 

An archaeological field survey was completed on July 30, 2019, for areas where the 
proposed parking structure would result in new ground disturbance compared to the 
Final SEIS/SEIR. Although the proposed parking structure is currently designed to be up 
to four stories plus the ground floor, the archaeological field survey assumed a six-story 
parking structure (including one sublevel). Regardless, the current design would still 
require ground disturbance such as grading, trenching for foundation and utilities, and 
drilling for piles to support the structure. The depth of soil disturbance would be up to 50 
feet below current grade. No archaeological artifacts, features, or sites were identified 
during the survey. Based on the work completed, no new archaeological resources were 
identified in the expanded soil disturbance areas; therefore, there would be no new 
effects on known archaeological historic properties resulting from construction of the 
proposed parking structure. Implementation of the mitigation measures identified in the 
Final SEIS/SEIR related to unanticipated discoveries of archaeological resources during 
construction (CON16: Cultural Resources Awareness Training) and discovery of human 
remains (CON17: Treatment of Human Remains) would apply to the proposed parking 
structure project area. In the event of an unanticipated discovery, procedures set forth in 
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the Mid-Coast Corridor Transit Project Cultural Resources Discovery Plan (SANDAG, 
2017) would be implemented. Therefore, construction of the proposed parking structure 
would result in less-than-significant impacts under this threshold and would not change 
the impact conclusions in the Final SEIS/SEIR. 

As stated in Section 4.17.3.2 of the Final SEIS/SEIR, no known burials have been 
identified within the project area. To account for the possibility of unanticipated discovery 
of human remains during construction, Mitigation Measure CON17: Treatment of Human 
Remains would be implemented during construction. Therefore, consistent with the Final 
SEIS/SEIR, construction of the proposed parking structure would result in less-than-
significant impacts under this threshold with mitigation and would not change the impact 
conclusions in the Final SEIS/SEIR. 

Consistent with the Final SEIS/SEIR, construction of the proposed parking structure 
could have significant impacts on paleontological resources, but these impacts would be 
reduced to less-than-significant with implementation of Mitigation Measure CON18: 
Paleontological Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan. Based on the Mid-Coast 
Corridor Transit Project Paleontological Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan 
(SANDAG, 2016), there are no known significant fossil localities at the Westfield UTC 
shopping center and no significant fossils were identified during construction activities for 
the Mid-Coast Corridor Transit Project that have been completed to date. Therefore, 
evidence suggests that the likelihood of encountering fossils on the Westfield UTC 
shopping center property is low. As such, part-time monitoring is required for work that 
occurs beyond the depths and extents of previous disturbance. Construction would 
require limited excavation, much of which is adjacent to areas that were previously 
disturbed. Construction of the proposed parking structure would not increase the 
likelihood of discovering paleontological resources. Therefore, consistent with the Final 
SEIR, construction of the proposed parking structure would have a less-than-significant 
impact with mitigation under this threshold and would not change the impact conclusions 
in the Final SEIS/SEIR. 

2.4 Visual Resources and Aesthetics 
2.4.1 Long-Term Impacts 

The Final SEIS/SEIR included the following CEQA thresholds of significance for long-
term impacts of the project on visual resources and aesthetics: 

Would the project substantially block a view of the coast and from the coast through a 
designated public view corridor as shown in an adopted community plan, the General 
Plan, or the Local Coastal Program? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 
Addendum Finding: No Impact 



Addendum to the Final Subsequent  
Environmental Impact Report  
for UTC Transit Center Parking Structure 
Chapter 2.0 - Environmental Evaluation 
  

 
 

M I D - C O A S T  C O R R I D O R  T R A N S I T  P R O J E C T  
November 2, 2020 2-12  

 

Would the project substantially block a view from a public viewing area of a public 
resource (such as the ocean) that is considered significant by the applicable community 
plan? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 
Addendum Finding: No Impact 

Would the project strongly contrast with the surrounding development or natural 
topography through excessive height, bulk, signage, or architectural projections? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact with Mitigation 
Addendum Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact  

Would the project significantly alter the natural landform in a manner that substantially 
degrades the visual character of the surrounding area? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact  
Addendum Finding: No Impact 

Would the project substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site 
and its surroundings? 

Final SEIR Finding: Significant Impact (Loss of Trees in Certain Locations), Less-
Than-Significant Impact (Project Features) 
Addendum Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 

Would the project emit or reflect a significant amount of light and glare that would 
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 
Addendum Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 

As described in Section 1.3, the proposed parking structure would be constructed on an 
existing paved parking lot within the Westfield UTC shopping center and would be 
bounded by the UTC Westfield parking structure to the north, an interior roadway 
(Lombard Place) and a Macy’s department store to the east, a residential tower to the 
south, and the UTC Transit Center and Genesee Avenue to the west. 

The proposed parking structure would add a new structural element with height and 
mass within the Westfield UTC shopping center development. However, the overall 
scale and form of the new parking structure would be consistent with the scale of 
surrounding structures, including the UTC Westfield parking structure to the north, the 
two-story Macy’s building to the east, and the multi-story residential tower to the south. 
The proposed parking structure would be designed to complement the Westfield UTC 
shopping center and would include decorative landscaping and trees and façade 
treatments along the perimeter that would soften the bulk and scale of the structure. As 
a result, the proposed parking structure would not strongly contrast with the surrounding 
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development nor degrade the existing visual character of the UTC Westfield property. 
Therefore, the proposed parking structure would result in a less-than-significant impact 
and would not result in greater impacts than those identified in the Final SEIS/SEIR. 

No important or scenic resources, dominant landforms, highly valued viewing scenes, 
landmark architecture, or intact natural resources are located on or in proximity to the 
Westfield UTC shopping center. In addition, views of the coast and from the coast are 
blocked by surrounding development and are not available at this location and elevation. 
Therefore, the proposed parking structure would not impact views of the coast or natural 
resources. 

The proposed parking structure would be illuminated for evening and nighttime use, 
including internal lighting for stalls and traffic aisles and exterior security lighting. Exterior 
lighting would be directed toward the structure and pedestrian access areas to avoid 
spillover light effects. Any lighting visible from off-site locations would blend with the 
overall ambient glow associated with the immediate urban environment, which includes 
lighting associated with the shopping center and other parking structures. The proposed 
parking structure façade would not be reflective or produce glare. Therefore, the 
proposed parking structure would result in a less-than-significant impact and would not 
result in greater lighting impacts than those identified in the Final SEIS/SEIR. 

2.4.2 Construction-related Impacts 
The Final SEIS/SEIR included the following CEQA thresholds of significance for 
construction-related visual impacts of the project: 

Would the project construction substantially degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of the site and its surroundings? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 
Addendum Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 

Would the project construction create a new source of substantial light or glare which 
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area? 

Final SEIR Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 
Addendum Finding: Less-Than-Significant Impact 

The Final SEIS/SEIR stated that project construction would have a less-than-significant 
impact under this threshold because construction activities are typically perceived as 
temporary. Construction activities of the proposed parking structure would be temporary 
in nature and would occur concurrently with other construction activities associated with 
the project in this area. Therefore, the proposed parking structure would result in a less-
than-significant impact and would not result in greater impacts than those identified in 
the Final SEIS/SEIR. 

Construction of the proposed parking structure would not create new sources of light or 
glare from what was evaluated in the Final SEIS/SEIR. Construction of the proposed 
parking structure would occur primarily during the day. If nighttime construction is 
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required, temporary illumination sources would be shielded and directed toward the 
construction to avoid light spillover and glare (consistent with project screening 
measures identified in the Final SEIS/SEIR). Therefore, the proposed parking structure 
would result in a less-than-significant impact and would not result in greater impacts than 
those identified in the Final SEIS/SEIR. 

2.5 Air Quality 
2.5.1 Construction-related Impacts 

The Final SEIS/SEIR included the following CEQA threshold of significance for 
construction-related air quality impacts of the project: 

Would the project during construction conflict with the adopted air quality plan and cause 
air quality to exceed regulatory thresholds? 

Final SEIR Finding: Significant Impact 
Addendum Finding: Significant Impact (Project + Proposed Work), No Change in 
Severity  

The Final SEIS/SEIR determined that construction of the project is expected to have 
significant, although temporary, impacts on air quality. Project measures and BMPs 
would minimize construction emissions. However, even with these measures, the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District significance thresholds for nitrogen oxides and 
the San Diego Air Pollution Control District significance threshold for nitrogen oxides are 
expected to be exceeded and the impacts would be considered significant and 
unavoidable.  

The maximum annual and daily pollutant emissions identified in the Final SEIS/SEIR and 
used to identify the significant effect were estimated for the entire project based on the 
construction schedule and range of activities assuming simultaneous use of many pieces 
of heavy-duty construction equipment. As of August 2020, a substantial portion of heavy 
construction activities required for the overall project has been completed. Specifically, all 
guideway columns and the majority of the guideway itself have been constructed. The 
construction area for the proposed parking structure represents a minor portion of the 
overall construction area for the project. Additionally, construction of the proposed parking 
structure would require limited heavy equipment compared to the amount of equipment 
that was simultaneously in operation during intense construction activities. As such, 
emissions would not exceed the maximum daily emissions presented in the Final 
SEIS/SEIR and would add a limited amount to the tons-per-year totals. Thus, while 
construction of the proposed parking structure may generate additional pollutant 
emissions, including nitrogen oxides, these emission levels would not worsen or 
exacerbate the identified significant impacts. Therefore, consistent with the Final 
SEIS/SEIR, construction of the parking structure along with other project elements 
throughout the corridor would have a significant impact under this threshold and the 
impact determination from the Final SEIS/SEIR remains unchanged. 
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2.6 Climate Change 
2.6.1 Construction-related Impacts 

The Final SEIS/SEIR did not include separate CEQA thresholds of significance for 
construction-related GHG emissions; however, emissions of carbon dioxide, a GHG, 
were evaluated as part of the construction-related air quality analysis. Section 4.17.3 of 
the Final SEIS/SEIR stated that while GHG emissions during construction would exceed 
local thresholds, these emissions would be temporary and would be offset by the overall 
reduction in GHG emissions that would result through implementation of the project. As 
stated in Section 2.5, emissions would not exceed the maximum daily emissions 
presented in the Final SEIS/SEIR and would add a limited amount to the tons-per-year 
totals. Thus, while construction of the proposed parking structure may generate additional 
pollutant emissions, these emission levels would be minor relative to the overall project 
and would not worsen or exacerbate the identified significant impacts. Therefore, the 
impact conclusions in the Final SEIS/SEIR for climate change remain unchanged.  

2.7 Growth-Inducing Impacts 
Construction of the proposed parking structure would occur on an existing parking lot 
within the Westfield UTC shopping center to serve the UTC Transit Center transit users 
and would not result in growth-inducing impacts. The proposed parking structure does 
not include housing or provide new infrastructure that could induce growth. Therefore, 
the impact conclusions from the Final SEIS/SEIR remain unchanged. 

2.8 Cumulative Impacts 
Cumulative effects are caused when the impacts of the project or proposed work are 
combined with past, present, and reasonably foreseeable actions, including both public 
and private actions. As described in this Addendum, implementation of the proposed 
work would not result in new significant impacts or an increase in the severity of impacts, 
either long term or during construction.  

It is anticipated that the overall construction timeframe for the proposed parking structure 
would be approximately nine months. Construction of the proposed parking structure 
could occur concurrently with other development activities on the Westfield UTC 
shopping center site that may also be underway in 2021. Per the MOU, SANDAG is 
committed to coordinating closely with Westfield UTC to minimize adverse effects of the 
on-going construction projects, including phasing the various elements of the 
construction process. Therefore, cumulatively considerable impacts during construction 
would not occur. As such, the impact determinations regarding cumulative impacts from 
the Final SEIS/SEIR remain unchanged. 

2.9 Mandatory Findings of CEQA Significance  
Under Section 15065(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, a CEQA finding of significance is 
required if certain conditions would occur as a result of a project. This Addendum 
discloses environmental impacts, the level of CEQA significance prior to mitigation, 
project requirements that are otherwise required by law or are incorporated as part of the 
project description, feasible mitigation measures, and the level of CEQA significance 
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after the incorporation of mitigation measures. This section discusses whether the 
project would result in any conditions that trigger mandatory findings of significance 
under CEQA. 

Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment; 
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species; cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels; threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community; substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of an endangered, rare 
or threatened species; or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California 
history or prehistory? 

No. The proposed parking structure would be located entirely within the Westfield UTC 
shopping center parking lot and would not result in new or more severe impacts to 
biological resources compared to the Final SEIS/SEIR. The proposed parking structure 
would have no impact on biological resources and, as stated in Section 2.3, the 
proposed parking structure would have less-than-significant impacts on archaeological 
and paleontological resources during construction.  

Does the project have the potential to achieve short-term environmental goals to the 
disadvantage of long-term environmental goals? 

No. The proposed parking structure would not result in long-term significant impacts to 
elements of the built or natural environment. A joint-use parking structure was originally 
envisioned in the Draft SEIS/SEIR. The Final SEIS/SEIR assumed that 260 transit 
parking spaces would be provided by acquisition of parking spaces from the Westfield 
UTC shopping center. The proposed parking structure does not affect the long-term 
gains identified in the Final SEIS/SEIR, including the provision of an improved transit 
network; increased access to regional and local activity centers, including a reduction in 
the number of transfers; improved transit reliability with more passengers riding in 
exclusive rights-of-way; increased transit ridership; better support for the region’s goals 
for livability, sustainability, and equity; and increased jobs and economic activity through 
expanded transit services.  

Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the 
effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects.) 

No. Section 4.21.2 of the Final SEIS/SEIR identified cumulative impacts resulting from 
localized traffic impacts and short-term cumulative impacts on the transportation system. 
Additionally, the Final SEIS/SEIR identified cumulative impacts during construction in the 
following areas: 

• Community and neighborhoods 

• Socioeconomic and fiscal  

• Air quality 

• Paleontological resources 
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As stated in Section 2.8 of this Addendum, the proposed parking structure would not 
result in cumulative impacts, either long term or during construction. As indicated in the 
introduction to Section 2.0, the proposed parking structure would not change the impact 
conclusions related to community and neighborhoods or socioeconomic and fiscal and 
therefore there is no change to cumulative impacts for these topics. Construction 
activities associated with the proposed parking structure would not change the 
equipment or methods used for construction, nor would the intensity, duration, or nature 
of the work change substantially from that analyzed in the Final SEIS/SEIR such that a 
new air quality impact may result. While there is potential for paleontological resources 
to be discovered during excavation, the nature of construction does not pose a greater 
potential for such discovery beyond what was analyzed in the Final SEIS/SEIR. In 
addition, Mitigation Measure CON18: Paleontological Resources Monitoring and 
Mitigation Plan would apply. 

Does the project have environmental effects that will cause substantial adverse effects 
on human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

No. The proposed parking structure would not result in new significant impacts or 
increase the severity of significant impacts identified in the Final SEIS/SEIR.  
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3.0 SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS 
Based on the evaluation presented in this Addendum, SANDAG determined that the 
construction and operation of a parking structure at the UTC Transit Center would not 
materially affect the analysis and conclusions in the Final SEIS/SEIR. Conclusions 
remain unchanged regarding long-term, construction, and cumulative impacts. 
Avoidance and minimization measures also remain unchanged. Construction activities 
associated with the proposed parking structure would be consistent with construction 
activities analyzed in the Draft and Final SEIS/SEIR and would not require any new or 
modified mitigation measures to avoid potentially significant impacts. There has been no 
change in circumstances that would affect the conclusions and determinations made in 
the Final SEIS/SEIR. Thus, in accordance with CEQA Section 15162, a subsequent or 
supplemental EIR is not required.  

Conclusion: No change in impacts compared to Final SEIS/SEIR 
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